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Grieve, Pray, Remember 
 
It’s been difficult if not impossible to miss the events that have unfolded on the campus of Penn State University 
and the reaction that has been stirred.  The events have confronted us, startled us, angered us, and grieved us via 
television, newspaper and every form of media available today. A prominent university with a generally good 
reputation, a storied football program with a legendary coach, a charity organization for under privileged kids, and 
then the disclosure of grievous behavior against those children, and no one—not one single person doing the right 

thing to report the tragic and illegal activities in a way that would expose the criminal behavior. How dreadful! 

Sin, cover-up, and terrible, horrible, far-reaching and long-lasting consequences—it all has a very painful and 
familiar ring to it.  See Genesis 3. To seek understanding and remedy for this contemporary event through the lens 
of Scripture, some may think is to miss the point, or to apply an inappropriate solution.  But through Scripture is 

the only way to understand it, deal with it, and then continue life’s journey. 

When recently asked by one of our members about the events at PSU and what I thought, I responded first by 
saying it was tragic—a most heinous event that of all things presents particular evidence of the human need for the 

Savior Jesus. 

We should grieve: for the children, for the perpetrators, for the PSU community, for every close and far-reaching 

negative consequence. 

We should pray that truth and right prevail, that one series of bad choices does not lead to others, and that 
necessary changes are made regarding persons and systems to promote and support a the continuance of life and 

education. 

And we should remember that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) It seems when 
something like this happens that gets major media exposure, it’s easy to slip into a moralistic position that wants to 
throw the first stone.  We need remember it was a pharisaical position that prompted the rebuke of Jesus of a 
group of religious leaders who wanted to stone a woman caught in adultery.  As they discussed execution of 
justice, Jesus stood up and said to them, Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her. 
(John 8:7) Obviously the woman had sinned, had broken the law, and Jesus would deal with her (John 8:10, 11). 
But the message of Jesus also extends to the tendency of people, often religious people to self-righteousness—a 

holier-than-thou, I-would-never-do-such-a-thing judgment. 

 
 
 
 
 

continued on Page 2 
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Ministers: The Entire Congregation  

 

Dr. Jim A. Farrell, Pastor                                 

pastorjaf@comcast.net                                                

 

Tim Ricci, Youth Director 

tim@orelandpres.org 

 

Mrs. Beth Jenkins, Music Director                         

beth@orelandpres.org 
 

Mrs. Janie Brey,  Preschool Director 

janie@orelandpres.org 
 

Bethanne Curley, Church Administrator 

bethanne@orelandpres.org 
 

Janice Kulp, Communications Administrator 

janice@orelandpres.org 
 

Faith Bustard, Office Assistant 

faith@orelandpres.org 
 

Rev. Charles K. Murray, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

 

Contact Information/StaffContact Information/StaffContact Information/StaffContact Information/Staff    

DECEMBER CLASSES  

Current classes will continue until December 11 
 

Starting December 11 at 9:45AM 
 

The Star of Bethlehem 

Led by John Craymer in Fellowship Hall 

In Matthew 2, we read the account of the Magi and the star. 
"The Star of Bethlehem" is a DVD presentation about the 
astronomical evidence about the star announcing the birth of 
King, Jesus. Following the DVD there will be a brief time to 
discuss the presentation. 
 

December 18 
 

A Session of Testimony and Carols 

Led by Alan Griffith in Fellowship Hall 

On December 18 all Adult Ed Classes will meet in 
Fellowship Hall for a program of testimony and the singing 
of our favorite Christmas carols.  This traditional gathering 
has always been a favorite at OEPC and provides an uplifting 
experience during the Christmas season.  Personal 
testimonies will be shared and others from the floor will be 
invited to speak as they are so led.    
 

Join us on this pre-Christmas Sunday as we celebrate the 
birth of Christ and His witness in the lives of His people. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  There will be one worship service with no 
scheduled Adult Ed classes on Sunday, December 25.     
 

Continuing each Sunday 
 

Bible Fellowship Group 

Led by Nick and Marilyn Furcola  

in Terrace Rooms 105/106 

This is an open forum type discussion group covering a wide 
variety of topics from the Bible.  The only material which 
will be used will be God’s Word,  the Bible, under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.   

Adult Christian educationAdult Christian educationAdult Christian educationAdult Christian education 

FROM THE PASTOR (continued)FROM THE PASTOR (continued)FROM THE PASTOR (continued)FROM THE PASTOR (continued)    

May the Lord heal the hurt and turn hearts to Himself where true peace and forgiveness is. May the Lord keep His 
people humble in the knowledge that God’s grace is greater than all our sin, whether or not it’s sin that makes the 

news or not. 

For our sake God made Jesus to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God. (2 Cor. 5:21) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. (2 Cor. 5:17) For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward 
those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. (Psalm 

103:11, 12) 

Pastor Jim 
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 OEPC NEWS AND EVENTSOEPC NEWS AND EVENTSOEPC NEWS AND EVENTSOEPC NEWS AND EVENTS    

MADRIGAL DINNER 

Sunday, December 11, 2:30PM and 6:30PM 

Lords and Ladies, travel with us back to Medieval 
England to celebrate the coming of King Jesus with a 
feast, music, light-hearted entertainment and a word 
from Friar Farrell.  King Paul and Queen Sandra and 
their royal court will preside over the feast.  Music 
will be provided by the Madrigal Singers, a recorder 
consort, Bells of Praise, as well as various strolling 
minstrels and a herald trumpeter.  The suggested 
donation for the catered dinner and program is $15 for 
the Great Room and $12 for the Minstrel’s Gallery.  
Your generosity is appreciated.  Reservations must 

be made by December 4. 
 

 

SR. FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 

  Tuesday, December 13, 12 Noon   
Christmas is in the Air!!  Come for a special holiday 
Luncheon followed by LINDA TWIFORD of 
"JOYFUL NOISE" who will present a delightful 
musical program.   
 

A sneak preview for the New Year, on January 17 our 
favorite Magicians are back - the Gustafsons!! 
 

We invite all 50+ fun loving, active adults to join us 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 12 Noon in the 
Fellowship Hall (in December, the 2nd Tuesday) for 
Christian fellowship around the table.  Sounds great 
doesn't it! So come, invite a friend or neighbor to 
share it with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sign up NOW! for our SPRING TRIP, MAY 15, 
2012 to the SIGHT AND SOUND THEATER in 
Lancaster, Pa for their presentation of "THE STORY 
OF JONAH" (will a real whale appear on the stage?) 
and a  wonderful family-style Dinner at the Hershey 
Farm.  The total cost which covers transportation and 
all activities is only $80.  Make your reservations now 
before it’s too late!! 
 

For reservations, call Mary A. Hershey at 
215.793.4019 or Stan Tippett at 215.643.2871. 

LIVING NATIVITY 

Saturday, December 17, 7-8:30PM 

Invite your friends and neighbors to join you at the 
annual OEPC Living Nativity.  Live characters and 
animals will take you into the scene of the birth of 
Jesus and into the true Spirit of Christmas.   
 

JOB LISTING AVAILABLE 

Do you know that there is a job listing posted 
monthly on the “Community” bulletin board, in the 
Church Rd sanctuary entrance?  This job listing is 
provided by Career Lighthouse, a ministry of sharing 
job information among a group of churches.  The 
listing is generated from information shared by 
participating churches and from previously submitted 
websites.  It is hoped that by helping place Christians 
in the workplace, we can be the "salt" that the Bible 
tells us we should be.  Helping fellow members of 
the body of Christ find work benefits the body as 
well.  The job listing also includes Biblical Principles 
for Career Crisis (scriptural references).  If you 
would like this job posting emailed to you, please 
send an email to janice@orelandpres.org and let me 
know.   

 

WOMEN, 

SAVE THESE DATES!!!  

 

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 

Saturday, January 14, 8:30AM 

 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 

February 24-26 

Reservations Deadline January 24 
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 World outreachWorld outreachWorld outreachWorld outreach    
WHOSOEVER GOSPEL 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED - A personal story from a Whosoever Gospel resident 
 

“I dropped out of high school, setting in motion a cycle of procrastination that eventually became a well-
developed pattern in my life.  Never having finished school, I falsified information on job applications and 
my resume.  Eventually, I began to feel ashamed of myself and what I was doing.  One day, I realized that 
it didn’t have to be this way. 
 

When I was in school, I didn’t think I could measure up to the standards required of me academically.  But 
I now believe that I can, through the power of Christ.  God is a Finisher - He finishes what He starts.  Now 
I want to finish what I started, too. 
 

With my new desire to work for real change in many areas of my life, God began to make available to me 
tools and resources for the task at hand.  One of the resources is the Learning Lab at the Whosoever Gospel 
Mission.  Once I entered the Career Track Learning Program, I had access to teachers and tutors, as well as 
classes geared toward my success.  I found people who genuinely cared about me - people who wanted to 
help me achieve my goal.  
 

I’m currently working on my GED and am excited to tackle what seemed like an unattainable goal until 
now.  The teachers and staff have persevered with me through many struggles and setbacks.  They continue 
to encourage and help me every step of the way. 
 

The results are not evident, and my goal is close at hand.  What joy it brings my heart, seeing something 
that seemed impossible now becoming possible!” 
 

UPDATE FROM WHOSOEVER GOSPEL MISSION 

“Since sharing this testimony one year ago, Mike has gone on to finish what he started.  He received his 
GED, got a full time job and recently moved into his own place.” 
 
 

GENERAL PRAYER REQUEST FOR OEPC MISSIONARIES EVERYWHERE 

Please pray for our missionaries throughout the world during this blessed season, when many are far from 
home and missing their loved ones. 

Welcome to December at the Preschool! Our Bible Verse is “…a savior has 
been born to you…” from Luke 2:11.  This has been the December verse for 
years now. Does it get old? I don’t think so, and I am sure that preschoolers 
who are on their 3rd year here, experience the words in a different way than 
they did the year before. The songs that the Pre-K students sing for the 
Christmas Program for the parents include “O Come, Little Children”, 
“Angel Band”, “Born in Bethlehem”, and “Happy Birthday, Jesus”. There is 
so much research that shows that the music children learn stays with them 

through their adult life. Can you remember a song from your childhood? I can. Pray with me that the 
songs, the verse, the stories and all the little projects will move these little people and their families to 
celebrate Christ’s birth. Wishing you a blessed Christmas!                            Janie 

From  Janie Brey, OEP Preschool  directorFrom  Janie Brey, OEP Preschool  directorFrom  Janie Brey, OEP Preschool  directorFrom  Janie Brey, OEP Preschool  director    
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 SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES ----    December December December December FocusFocusFocusFocus 

OEPC Handy Helper 

Are you handy with tools?  Do you “fix” things 
around your house?  OEPC needs volunteers who can 
help with small repairs around the church on an as-
needed basis.  If you are available to serve, please 
contact Rich Maienshein 215.836.4844. 
 

Ushers 
Your Usher 

by Raymond A. Foss 

Leading us to our seats,  
watching the congregation, 
caring for the flock 
from the back of the sanctuary, 
from the aisles, 
sharing the joy of worship 
the community of believers 
one bulletin, one smile, 

one greeting, one handshake 
at a time 

Contact Denise McAuley at 215.233.4521 to sign up 

as an OEPC usher. 

Ambassador 

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal through us. We implore 

you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God”  2 
Corinthians 5:20 

 

The faithful Ambassadors at OEPC invite you to join 

them when they call on a first time visitor to our 

church.  Please pray about serving God in this way 

and contact Donna Major at 610.275.1287 if you feel 

God is calling you to this ministry. 

Greeters 

Whether you have just joined OEPC or have been a 

member for years, this is a great way to get to know 

more people.  Please call Ann Bray at 215.393.5424 to 

serve in this ministry. 

Readers Wanted 
Who’s reading their Carillon?  Please call the church 
office at 215.887.7002 after reading this notice.  The 
first person to call will receive a small token of our 
appreciation. 

Local MissionsLocal MissionsLocal MissionsLocal Missions 

Whosoever Gospel Mission - OEPC is again 

collecting gifts (toys and stocking stuffers) for their 

annual Christmas toy giveaway to the children and 

grandchildren of their men.  A list of gift suggestions 

is available in the OEPC information racks and/or on 

the Christmas tree set up in the Paper Mill Road 

sanctuary entrance.  Unwrapped gifts should be 

delivered to OEPC by Sunday, December 11. 

 

Food Cupboard 

OEPC will be providing the meal for the Tuesday 
night Food Cupboard on December 13. Our list of 
servants for this ministry is growing and we welcome 
new members.  You can sign up  to prepare a dessert 
and/or to serve the food. The time commitment for 
servers is approximately 5:45PM-7:30PM (set-up and 
clean-up time included).  We are especially in need 

of Team Leaders/Coordinators.  If you feel led to 
serve, please contact Janice Kulp.   
 

Living Nativity  
OEPC’s drive-by Living Nativity is a Christmas 
tradition.  OEPC family participation spans multiple 
generations as grandparents, parents, and children 
participate as characters or in many of the background 
roles necessary to provide this gift to the community.  
Community families also make it a tradition to come 
through the drive-by every year.   
 
All roles are currently filled (THANK YOU!) but 
please come out and support this ministry by driving 
through and by encouraging your neighbors to come 
also. 
 

If you want to put your name on the back-up list to 
serve, please contact Bob Schulz. 

OEPCOEPCOEPCOEPC 
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Financial Stewardship – Faith Based Giving 
For over forty- five years we have depended on God to supply our needs through faith based giving. 
We know that God is forever faithful and is our rock and refuge in the time of need. We continue to be 
blessed as a church with faithful and generous members who have given sacrificially to glorify God 
and further his work here and in the world. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:7,8 “ You must make up your own mind as to how much you should give. Don’t give 
reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully. And God will 

generously provide all that you need and plenty left over to share with others.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Covenant Agreement of Mission Support  

The terms of our dismissal from the Presbytery of Philadelphia included a Covenant Agreement of 
Mission support payments to the presbytery in the amount of $ 440,000, to be paid in installments of 
$44,000 each year, over a period of ten years. 
 

You have responded generously to this appeal, with contributions to the Covenant Agreement for 
Mission Support as of October 31, 2011, of $42,471, which is truly an amazing response of generosity 
and thankfulness to God’s faithfulness.  
 

Malachi 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse of the Lord… and I will pour out so much 

blessing that you will not have room for it, 

 

“God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, 
you will abound in every good work … You will be made rich in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” What 
principles are revealed? 
• God is able to provide for us, and through us, in more than all sufficient measure 
• God expects us to be generous on every occasion and to do the good works He has prepared for us 
• The goal of generosity is not our own glory, but glory rendered to God through the thankful response 
of those who are in turn blessed by our generosity 

 

For consideration and conversation: 

As you consider the Word of God, seek to understand the principles 
of Biblical generosity. 
1. Proverbs 11:24-25. Principles? 
2. I Timothy 6:18-19. Principles? 
3. I Corinthians 16:2. Principles? (Hint: try finishing the sentence, “My giving should be ...”) 

 

The final 2011 deposit will be made on December 25.  In order to receive credit in 2011, all 
contributions should be placed in the offering on that date.  If you mail your final contribution, make 
sure it gets into the office by Friday, December 23. 
 
The 2012 offering envelopes will be available to pick up in the narthex. 

StewardshipStewardshipStewardshipStewardship    

Year to Date Financial Statements thru 10/30/11 

  
Church Income   628,142 Church Expense        673,333 Net Income -45,191 
Preschool Income   127,217 Preschool Expense    127,244 Net Income        -27 
Total Income   755,359 Total Expense 800,577 Net Income -45,218 
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Would you share your witness of God’s love and 

grace in your life?  It would not need to be a full page; 
a short paragraph is wonderful.  If you are interested, 
please contact Janice at the church office by phone @ 
215.887.7002 or email (janice@orelandpres.org). 

SHEPHERING MINISTRY 

The Shepherding  Ministry team invites congregation 
members to join the shepherding teams. The 
Shepherding Ministry Team is looking for a few 
congregational members that would like to assist in 
the oversight of our congregation.  Please contact Fran 
Raggi at 215.884.7180. 

    

CHURCH FAMILYCHURCH FAMILYCHURCH FAMILYCHURCH FAMILY    

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  
Sheila Anderson, Edith Bessey, Ed & 
Katrina Borzelleca and families, Mary 
Chambers, Grace Engler, Tom & Alice 
Frearson, Jim Goebel, Charlie Halsted, Harriet 
Harner, Dottie Hooker, Glenn Maurer, Alice 
McNally, Hal Miller, Ada Painter, Jean Polk, Jane 
Schaller, Betty Thompson, Ruth Weber 

    

SHEPHERDING NEWSSHEPHERDING NEWSSHEPHERDING NEWSSHEPHERDING NEWS    
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all who responded to the Congregational Shepherding Questionnaire this past summer.  Of the 66 
Questionnaires returned, the feedback was overwhelmingly positive, and there were some good suggestions.  
Many members of OEPC are ministering and being ministered to at a much deeper level than they ever have 
before.  It’s only been about a year since we began this ministry, and we feel we still have much room for 
improvement, but it is encouraging to know that many are being blessed by regular contact with their shepherds. 
 

For those who are unfamiliar with this ministry, it might be good to give a general review of the Shepherding 
initiative.  The Session takes the biblical mandate to shepherd (nurture) the flock at Oreland seriously.  After 
nearly a year of exploring ways to do this, Session settled on the model of Shepherding teams of 3, consisting 
(ideally) of two Ruling Elders and one Deacon (not all teams have a full complement).  We have about 15 teams, 
and each team picked about 15 members.  Each Shepherding team has a goal of intentionally connecting 
regularly with each member of their flock as often as seems appropriate, but at least twice a quarter, to share, 
pray, and encourage them to a closer walk with Jesus and active participation in His Church.  Shepherding teams 
meet monthly to review needs and pray for the flock.  So while you may not know it, you are held up in prayer 
regularly. 
 

If anyone has questions about this ministry or special prayer needs, please feel free to call the church office or 
one of the members of the Shepherding oversight team. 
 

SDG 
 

Fran Raggi, Nancy Chestek, Adrienne Davies, Doug Lieberman, and Janet Seydel 

FROM BARBARA GOEBEL 

Thanks so much for your care for 
us during Jim’s recent episode 
with a broken ankle.  May the 
Lord continue to bless you all! 

Barbara Goebel & Jim Goebel 
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December CalendarDecember CalendarDecember CalendarDecember Calendar    

FH = Fellowship Hall, S = Sanctuary 
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ORELAND EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 

WORSHIP  8:30 and 11:00AM  
    with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 9:45AM 
VESPERS @ ORELAND 6:30PM 
     

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 

WORSHIP  8:30 and 11:00AM  
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 9:45AM 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 

WORSHIP  8:30 and 11:00AM  
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 9:45AM 
VESPERS @ ORELAND 6:30PM 
with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

       

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Service for Children & families - 6:30PM 
Candlelight Service - 8:30PM 
Christmas Eve Vespers @ Oreland - 11PM 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 

WORSHIP  10:00AM  
NO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIALS 

MAILED NOVEMBER 17, 2011 


