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Introduction:  On Wednesday evenings during this year’s Ice Cream Inspirationals, Tim Ricci, our 
Director of Youth Ministry, has been doing a great study on Christian Apologetics.  We have been 
learning about how Christians are to “always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you 
for a reason for the hope that is in you.” (1 Peter 3:15) We have learned about “worldviews” and par-
ticularly about the Christian Worldview and how the work of apologetics is grounded in a Christian 
Worldview.   
  
What appears below is my attempt to view a current political event through a Christian Worldview.  It 
is important that Christians view the world and the events around us through the lens of Holy Scripture 
for the purpose of understanding it, as well as critiquing it.  The article below was published as a “letter 
to the editor” in the Tuesday, August 3 edition of the Intelligencer Newspaper. 
  
I encourage you to the work of Christian Apologetics with the people and in the places of your life and 
work.  To God be the glory!  

“If It Were Only That Easy!” 

Let’s think this through.  The President recently 
signed yet another bill—the Improper Payments 
Elimination and Recovery Act.  According to the 
newspaper article I was reading, the purpose of 
the bill is to keep government agencies from over-
paying for services.  “Every agency in our govern-
ment will be required to conduct annual assess-
ments (note “required”) to determine which of 
their programs are at risk of making improper 
payments.” 
 

Think of it this way, it would be like you estab-
lishing a committee to determine where and when 
you might be over-charged, perhaps at the grocery 
store or, over-charged by any bill collector.  In 
explaining the purpose of the bill, Mr. Patrick 
Murphy, who sponsored the bill said, “If the fami-
lies around their kitchen table in Bucks County 
get doubled billed for their car payments or for 
their groceries, they’re not going to stand for it… 
Their going to get their money back, and that’s 
what this bill does.” 

Let’s think this through; a new piece of legislation 
is going to keep people and groups from over-
charging other people and groups.  An annual as-
sessment of the possibility of being over-charged 
is going to guard people and groups against being 
over-charged. This piece of legislation is going to 
cause people and groups to be outraged at being 
over-charged, and ultimately get peoples’ money 
back! In addition, the President said that this piece 
of legislation will provide the tools to help the 
government reduce improper payments by $50 
billion dollars by 2012. 
 

If it were only that easy!  If the reduction of over-
payment was only as easy as creating and signing 
a piece of legislation! If prompting people to be 
enraged at injustice and inequity was only as easy 
as passing a law telling them they should be!  If 
prohibiting wrong business practice was only as 
easy as crafting and signing a new piece of  legis-
lation! 
                                              (continued next page) 
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Let’s think this through.  No Improper Payments 
Elimination and Recovery Act will eliminate 
improper payments or recover money spent when 
perpetrators mean to cheat the public.  Regardless 
of how much or how thorough human assessment 
of potential fraud, all our assessing is flawed by 
the very same stuff that causes the need for such 
assessment. People and groups who wish to over-
charge will over-charge, and, they will exercise 
every means at their disposal to get away with it.  

 

The answer is not additional legislation. No 
additional laws are necessary.  The Good Lord 
established law that remains applicable: “You shall 
not steal” and, “you shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor” are two. These seem to 
cover rather succinctly and thoroughly the very 
matters at issue.  
 

Let’s think this through.  Who would ever think 
human legislation more effective than the Creator’s 
to move people toward honest and true behavior?  
If it were only that easy! Can we not see the futility 
in this, and in the creation of groups to assess the 
need for it?  Probably, at some point, the creation 
of yet other groups to assess the work of the 
groups doing the assessing will be deemed 
necessary. Can you imagine the escalating cost of 
this legislation?  The “savings” asserted in the first 
place would certainly be lost.  
 

Only the arrogant and the idolatrous assert the 
authority of human ways and ignore the ways of 
God. (See commandment #1 - “You shall have no 
other gods before me.”)    
 

All this kind of legislation is not governing or 
leading the people.  It’s proclaiming false hope.  
It’s wasting money.  How about we do this: Yet 
even now, declares the Lord, return to me with all 

your heart… Return to the Lord your God, for he is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love, and he relents over 

disaster.” (Joel 2:12-14)  
                                                    Pastor Jim 

 

 

 

 

Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your 

fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, 

and partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,  

SHEPHERD THE SHEEP AMONG YOU.                       
I Peter 5:1-2a 

 

By the grace of God the Shepherding Ministry Team 
has been working hard and has made significant 
progress in reaching our Biblical mandate shown 
above.  
 
We are excited to report that all of our Shepherding 
Teams have been formed and began training on 
Monday, August 23.  Each Shepherding Team 
consists of two elders and one deacon.  On Saturday, 
September 11, the teams will meet to select the 
members/member families that will be in their flock.  
The entire congregation membership will be under the 
care of a Shepherding Team. 
 
Already these teams are praying for God’s leading 
and wisdom.  The very next day, Reunion Sunday, the 
teams will be commissioned during our worship 
service.  We will immediately begin reaching out to 
our sheep at the Bridge The Gap Annual Reunion 
Picnic!  Within 30 days each family will be contacted 
by their Shepherd.  Each elder and Deacon on our 
teams is looking forward to shepherding YOU! 

We covet your prayers for God’s protection of our 

ministry.  As we draw closer to obeying Christ’s 

command we know Satan is attacking.  With God’s 

help we will stand firm.   To God be the Glory! 

 

Janet Anderson, Nancy Chestek, 
Doug Lieberman and Fran Raggi 

 
 

 

 

 PASTOR’S MESSAGE (continued)PASTOR’S MESSAGE (continued)PASTOR’S MESSAGE (continued)PASTOR’S MESSAGE (continued) SHEPHERDING MINISTRY SHEPHERDING MINISTRY SHEPHERDING MINISTRY SHEPHERDING MINISTRY  
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OEPC’s BRIDGE THE GAP                           

ANNUAL REUNION PICNIC 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th 
 

WORSHIP IN                                                         

THE SANCTUARY @ 10:00 
 

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC    

TO FOLLOW 
 

Come Fellowship and catch up with old friends and 

new at: 
 

John and Nancy Hines’ 
697 E. Tennis Avenue 

Ambler, PA. 
 

A – I   Desserts 

J – R  Salads 

S – Z  Snacks                                    

(i.e. pretzels, chips, etc…) 
 

FOOD, FUN AND FELLOWSHIP 

Please bring lawn chairs 

RSVP By September 5th 

Adele Larkin 215-540-9647 or asl8619@msn.com 

OEPC NEWS AND EVENTSOEPC NEWS AND EVENTSOEPC NEWS AND EVENTSOEPC NEWS AND EVENTS    
CHICK FLICK, CHICK FOOD 

AND CHIT CHAT 
 

Friday, October 8 

6:00 PM 

In Fellowship Hall 
 

Ladies!!  Mark your calendar and watch for more 

details!! 

THIS  MONTH  IN  MUSIC 
 

As the last few days of August heat and humidity 
wrap up the summer, the music ministry goes into full 
swing: 

Worship Choir  

Rehearsals - Thursdays at 7:30pm in the 

Sanctuary 

The Worship choir is already gearing up for its new 
singing season.  The singers began rehearsing on 
August  26 and continue to meet each week.  The 
choir will sing for Reunion Sunday on Sept. 12, as 
well as for the Presbytery of the East worship service 
hosted by OEPC on Friday evening, Sept. 24. This is 
a great time to join the choir, as the singers are 
dusting off their voices and getting them back into 
shape for weekly singing. 

 

Bells of Praise 

Starting September 16 

Rehearsals - Thursdays at 6:00pm in the Music 

Ministry Office (beneath Sanctuary) The Bells of 
Praise Choir is open to ringers from high school 
through heaven. 
 

Chime Choir 

Starting October 1 

Rehearsals on Fridays at 4:30pm in the Music 

Ministry Office.  The Chime Choir is open to 
younger ringers in grades 4-8.  
 

Worship Band 

The Worship Band is also available to 
instrumentalists wanting to help lead praise songs in 
the Sunday morning services. 
 

Please contact Beth Jenkins, Director of Music, at 
215-887-7002x24 /beth@orelandpres.org to inquire 

about joining any of these music ministry groups. 

PRESBYTERY OF THE EAST 

MEETING AT OEPC 
 

SERVANTS NEEDED 
 

We will be hosting the Presbytery of the East 
meeting on September 24-25.  Servants are needed 
to lead and help in the following responsibilities to 
welcome and provide service for the members of 
Presbytery and guests: 
 

Hosting & Greeting; Parking & Transportation; 

Registration; Meal Service—Dinner (Friday, 

6PM), Breakfast (Saturday, 7AM) & Lunch 

(Saturday,  12:30PM); Meal  Setup; 

Refreshments; Child Care; Ushers 
 

To serve, please contact: 

Larry Godley-215 233-2079 
larrygodley@verizon.net 

Bruce Clydesdale-215 934-5649 
Bruce.clydesdale@pgworks.com 
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 SR. FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
Tuesday, September 21st 

12:00Noon 
“Family Stories” 

 

September signals the beginning of another year 
of Senior Fellowship Luncheons.  We need all of 
you to make these luncheons a success—a time 
of good food , warm Christian fellowship and 
fine entertainment. 
 

Beginning Tuesday, September 21st at 12 Noon, 
a delicious luncheon will be served, followed by 
“FAMILY STORIES”, a delightful program by 
Jill Kohles.  And coming in October our all time 
favorite Karen McKay, the West Virginia 
Woman will be with us.  See you there! 

SENIOR FELLOWSHIPSENIOR FELLOWSHIPSENIOR FELLOWSHIPSENIOR FELLOWSHIP    STAFF NEWSSTAFF NEWSSTAFF NEWSSTAFF NEWS    
We welcome Bethanne Curley who joined us 

in July as our Church Administrator.  She 
previously served 7 years as the Parish 
Administrator at Calvary Episcopal Church in 
Flemington, New Jersey and 2 years as Office 
Administrator at St. Stephen’s United Church of 
Christ in Perkasie. She is a member of New Life 
Presbyterian Church in Dresher.  
 

Beth oversees the office staff in support of the 
life and ministry of OEPC.  She serves as the 
Financial Secretary and is responsible for the 
financial records of the church.  She coordinates 
the church calendar for all church events; 
maintains the membership record and is the staff 
liaison for  property issues. 
 

Janice Kulp has been hired as our 

Communication Administrator.  She will be 
responsible for the website, newsletter and 
church publicity.  She is in the office on 
Mondays and Tuesdays.   
 

Faith Bustard continues to serve OEPC as 

our Church Office Assistant.   Faith provides 
administrative and secretarial support to the 
staff, boards and ministry teams. Faith is 
responsible for the bulletins, News& Notes,  
Sunday Helpers, correspondence and mailings.  
She is in the office on Wednesdays, Thursdays 
& Fridays.    

 

NEW STAFF E-MAILS 

Bethanne:  bethanne@orelandpres.org 
Janice:  janice@orelandpres.org 
Faith:  faith@orelandpres.org 

 

The office staff now all have individual e-mails.  
Please use these e-mails when contacting staff.  
The opcoffice@orelandpres.org  e-mail will still 
be active as the church’s public e-mail address.  
Please check the back of the Carillon for a list of 
e-mails for the entire staff.  

 

THANK YOU 

We extend our sincere appreciation to Ed 
Plieninger, for serving as our interim financial 
administrator and to Janice Kulp our interim 
office administrator. They did outstanding jobs 
over the last few months and have been a great 
blessing to OEPC.  

Church FamilyChurch FamilyChurch FamilyChurch Family    
We extend Christian sympathy to Sue Chiriano 
on the death of her mother, Doreen Allen. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR: Ed and Katrina 
Borzelleca and families, Bobbi Corson, Bob 
Cox, Grace Engler, Barbara Fleming, Jacob 
Goble, Jo Ann Goble, Charlie Halsted, Glenn 
Maurer, Alice McNally, Andy McAuley, Sr., 
Hal Miller, Mary Millinghausen, Jane Schaller, 
Frank Sessa, Maureen Small, Levi Tanksley, 
Betty Thompson, Galen Townley, Jack Weber 

New Carillon DeadlineNew Carillon DeadlineNew Carillon DeadlineNew Carillon Deadline    

Please be aware that a new deadline has been set 
for the information to be put into the Carillon.  
Information should be sent to Janice (e-mail 
janice@orelandpres.org) by the 10th of each 
month.  Please contact me at the church office, 
(215) 887-7002 with any questions or concerns. 

THANK YOU! 
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ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

September 5  
Chris and Beth Whiting of CHAT  (Church Hill 
Activities and Tutoring) will speak about their 
ministry to urban youth in Richmond VA. 
 

September 12 
Our youth groups, under the direction of Tim Ricci,  
will report on their summer activities. 
 

The Bible Fellowship Group led by the Furcolas 
will also  meet on the above two dates. 
      

FALL CYCLE CLASSES 
September 19 to October 24, 2010-9:45 a.m.. 
 

Living the Christian Life  (Part 2) 

Led by Don Jones 

Join us for this discussion of living the Christian  life 
based on  Dr. David Jeremiah’s powerful book “Life 
Wide Open”.   We will look with the author at his 
approach to unleashing the power of a passionate 
life.  We, of all people, should be passionate about 
our calling, our purpose, and our power as Christians 
indwelt by God’s Holy Spirit.  But many of us go 
through our Christian life as though we were passion 
impaired.  It’s not too late to change that!  It is not 
necessary to have attended the first part of the course 
to join us in this profitable discussion. 
 

Bible Fellowship Group 

Led by Nick and Marilyn Furcola 
This is an open forum type discussion group.   Come 
with questions or items for discussion or simply 
interact with the topics and scripture presented. The 
only material which will be used will be God’s 
Word,  the Bible, under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Shepherding a Child’s Heart 

Led by Erin May 
In this class for parents of children of all ages, we 
will look into the book by Tedd Tripp, Shepherding a 
Child’s Heart.  We will focus on the role Christian 
parents play in speaking to their children about the 
Lord and how we can strive to learn what God wants 
us as parents to be in this most important endeavor. 

Christian educationChristian educationChristian educationChristian education 
ADULT FALL CYCLE CLASSES (cont’d) 
 

The Gospel Centered Life   

Led by Lynette Onitiri 
This new small group style course is intended to help 
Christians understand how the gospel shapes every 
aspect of life and conduct.  Colossians 1:6 says that 
the gospel is “continually bearing fruit and 
increasing” in and among us, even after we first 
believe it. How does that happen?  Why is a 
continual rediscovery and application of the gospel 
so important?  How will our personal growth and 
missional life be stunted if we don’t grasp the gospel 
deeply?  These are the questions that The Gospel 
Centered Life seeks to answer.  Among the topics to 
be considered will be “The Gospel Grid,” 
“Pretending and Performing,”  “Believing the 
Gospel,” and “Law and Gospel.”    The course will 
continue in the second cycle of adult education 
classes.  This course is designed for everyone 
regardless of where we find ourselves in our 
Christian walk. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Sunday School for all ages resumes on September 
19th, at 9:45AM,  with the children meeting in the 
following rooms: 

 
 

Our Children’s Christian Education classes use 
curriculum from Great Commission Publications. 

Grade Room 

Nursery S2 

PreK/K 101 

First & Second 102 

Third, Fourth, Fifth 201 

Sixth, Seventh, Eighth Boys 001 

Sixth, Seventh, Eighth Girls 204 

Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth 202 
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UPDATE FROM TEDD LODES 

August 4, 2010 

 

"The best missionary is the Bible in 

the mother tongue..." 
- Cameron Townsend (Wycliffe founder) -    

     

We moved English Class C from a Mon/Tues/
Wed schedule to a Mon/Wed/Fri schedule, but 
he didn't get the memo.  I was looking forward 
to having the night off last night (Tuesday), but 
as I approached the house after taking the dogs 
for a walk, there he was, leaning against the 
door and knocking. 
 
 I took a deep bummed-out breath when I saw 
him from a distance (no class tonight, I thought, 
we should be having this night off, but since he 

didn't know, I'll go ahead and teach him). 
 
 Surprisingly, I didn't have such a bad attitude 
about a change-of-plans like I normally would 
(thank You, Holy Spirit), so despite my 
bummed-outed-ness, I was in a pretty cheerful 
mood.  I put the dogs in the back of the house 
and let him in. 
 
"There class...um...yesterday?  Um...in the 

night?"   
"Yes, we had class last night," I responded. 
"Oh," he smiled awkwardly, "I could not 

come...problems...in my home." "My mother no 

understand me." 
 
We talked some more (he insisted on keeping 
the conversation in English, but it was a bit of a 
Spanglish dialogue).  He told me how he's never 
felt so lonely before.  He's sad, he's depressed, 
he's confused, and no one understands him.  He 
actually expressed very clearly in English that 
his "heart is empty." 
 
Are you kidding me?  You mean this guy's 
gonna walk right in here and hand me an 
opportunity to talk about Jesus, just like 
that?  This is what English Language Ministry is 

 
 all about, and how exciting to see its purpose 
taking form in such a practical, wonderful 
way...but you know what?  I'm not very good at 
this stuff!  (Ironic, huh?) 
 
I told him that Jesus has given me peace, joy, 
and comfort when I've been sad, and that I have 
a relationship with Him and He's changed my 
life.  I suggested that he talk to God and read the 
Bible, because the Bible can bring light to his 
heart, because it has truth.  "Really?" he 
asked.  "Yes!  The Bible is alive, active, and can 
bring light to your heart." 
 
"Oh, I no have," he said. 
"You don't have a Bible?" 
"No." 
 
Well, I got up from my chair and grabbed 
a Spanish NIV New Testament Bible that a 
short term team had donated (THANKS 
GUYS!!), and handed it to him.  "But if I give it 
to you, please read some of it."  He was 
delighted! 
 
"Really?!?  I cannot accept."  
"Yes you can!  See," I wrote his name on the 

front page, "it has your name in it, so it's yours." 
He was all smiles.  "I will read tomorrow," he 

said, "I promise." 
 
We talked some more and when he left I told 
him we would pray for him.  Please pray with 
me, those of you who feel lead.  He has an 
empty heart that's searching desperately for 
purpose and peace, and the only One who can 
satisfy his heart is Jesus Christ.  The first time 
we met him, he was drunk; I think it's because 
he's depressed and looking for comfort.  Please 
pray that he'll read the Bible and that the Holy 
Spirit will reveal Christ to him as he reads the 
holy Scripture. 
 

 
 

Missionary   UpdatesMissionary   UpdatesMissionary   UpdatesMissionary   Updates    
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Missionary   UpdatesMissionary   UpdatesMissionary   UpdatesMissionary   Updates    

UPDATE FROM THE MEARS 

August 9, 2010 
 

We got back to Haiti yesterday.  
 

We were welcomed home by 7 friends (plus 3 cute 
kids) (OK some of them live here, but some came 
over to say hello.)  
 
One great thing to come back to, besides friends, was 
lots of birds in our trees--what a welcome, new 
sound for this house. On the other hand, it felt like 
about 1000 degrees with high humidity. And our 
generator isn't working. With inverter problems, that 
wasn't much fun. But we got city power late at night 
and it's still on now. We also have no working cell 
phone between Richard, Ricky and I. So....Richard 
will be busy while I set up my classroom for the new 
school year--that's where I'm off to this morning.  
 
Thank you, to all of you who prayed for us and 
helped us while we were in Pennsylvania and helped 
us get back here; especially the Colombo family and 
Steve Payne. We really appreciate you.   Carol 
 

MEET OUR NEWEST MISSION 

PHARP 

Felicien and Susan Nemeyimana 
 

PHARP (Peace-Building, Healing and Reconcilia-
tion Programme) is an international Christian NGO 
(non-governmental organization), registered and 
headquartered in Kenya and registered in Rwanda 
and the Sudan. Its operations extend beyond Kenya, 
Rwanda and the Sudan to Burundi, Democratic Re-
public of Congo, Tanzania and Uganda. 
 

PHARP envisions society living in harmony with 
God, other human beings, and the physical environ-
ment through individual and community transforma-
tion. Its mission is to foster Godly peace, healing and 
reconciliation in hurting communities through pro-
grams  on conflict transformation and post-conflict 
reconstruction. It seeks several objectives as part of 
this mission: 
♦ To increase the knowledge and awareness of the 
root causes, reality, and results of violent conflicts 
in Africa. 

♦ To serve as  resource for training on mediation for 
those seeking to work in peace-building, heal-
ing, and reconciliation in Africa. 

♦ To establish sustainable networks with organiza-
tions in the fields of reconciliation, 
non-violent conflict transformation, and organiza-
tional development. 

♦ To conduct research on issues related to peace and 
transformation of individuals and communities. 

♦ To produce peace, healing, and reconciliation ma-
terials. 

 

Through its program strategy of participatory ap-
proaches, PHARP seeks to build community owner-
ship and sustainability of conflict transformation and 
post-conflict reconstruction programs. The organiza-
tion’s major focus is training trainers on peace-
building, trauma healing, reconciliation, discipleship 
and conflict transformation. Towards that end, 
PHARP engages in the following major activities: 
♦ Conducting training workshops and seminars in 
conflict management, counseling, peace, and rec-
onciliation. 

♦ Researching the background, impact, and manage-
ment of conflicts. 

♦ Building capacity among local communities for 
peace, reconciliation, community reconstruction, 
and income-generating ventures. 

♦ Educating through print and electronic media and 
the production and distribution of promotional ma-
terials and training and resource manuals. 

♦ Providing a resource center of books, videos, jour-
nals, manuals, periodicals and leaflets on peace-
building, healing and reconciliation.  
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Financial Stewardship – Faith Based Giving 

For over fifty-nine years we have depended on God to supply our needs through faith based giving. 
We know that God is forever faithful and be our rock and refuge in the time of need. We continue to 
be blessed as a church with faithful and generous members who have given sacrificially to glorify 
God and further his work here and in the world. 
 

 
 

2 Corinthians 9:7,8 “ You must make up your own mind as to how much you should give. Don’t give 
reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully. And God will 

generously provide all that you need and plenty left over to share with others.” 
 

Stewardship of Time – Mission Opportunities 
♦ Junior Church Leader needed before September 19, 2010.  Please contact Susan Frey. 
♦ Discipleship Ministry Team collects food items on the first Sunday of each month for the Glen-

side New Life Presbyterian Church food cupboard. 
♦ We are gathering servants to prepare and serve the meal provided on Tuesday nights at Glenside 

New Life Presbyterian Church, Call Janice Kulp. 
♦ Women’s Association collects needed supplies new or in good condition for men in need. Sunday 

Breakfast Rescue Mission. Call Ruth Lester for information. 
♦ Oreland EPC is hosting the Presbytery of the East meeting on Friday, September 24 and Saturday, 

September 25, 2010 we need helpers for hosting, preparing and serving food, registration and 
parking. Call Larry Godley or Bruce Clydesdale. 

♦ We will be providing tutoring opportunities at Whosoever Gospel Mission working with men in 
the program. Needs include helping with reading, writing, grammar and or math. Call Sandra Al-
len 215 542 5989 for information. 

 

Covenant Agreement of Mission Support – Thank Offering 

The terms of our dismissal from the Presbytery of Philadelphia included a Covenant Agreement of 
Mission support payments to the presbytery in the amount of $ 440,000. 
This payment was to be made in installments over a period of ten years. 
 

You have responded generously to this appeal with contributions to the Covenant Agreement for 
Mission Support to date this year of $ 25,839 which is truly an amazing response of generosity and 
thankfulness to God’s faithfulness as a result our World Mission Team will be able to support several 
new EPC missionaries this year. 

Year to date Financial Statements thru 8/01/10 

  
Church Income    480,676* Church Expense        479,071        Net Income          1,635 
Preschool Income 107,233               Preschool Expense      95,527        Net Income        11,706 
Total Income  587,899              Total Expense      574,567                  Net Income        13,332 
 
* Includes $25,839 to the Covenant Agreement of Mission Support. 

StewardshipStewardshipStewardshipStewardship    
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 From  Beth Jenkins, OEPC director of music From  Beth Jenkins, OEPC director of music From  Beth Jenkins, OEPC director of music From  Beth Jenkins, OEPC director of music     
P R E P A R A T I O N 

 

Preparation is part of and necessary in every area of our lives.  We prepare a meal, a precursor to eating 
it; we prepare for a test by studying in order to score well when taking it; we set our alarm clocks to 
assure enough time to prepare ourselves for the upcoming day; a woman’s body prepares to carry a 
baby before and during her pregnancy with the goal of providing a nurturing environment in which her 
child can grow and subsequently be born strong and healthy; athletes prepare to contend by warming 
up and stretching their bodies to enable them to compete successfully and safely; singers (Worship 
Choir, Children’s Choir, Christmas Choir) and musicians (Bells of Praise, Chime Choir, Praise Band, 
instrumentalists) practice and rehearse in preparation for leading in worship on Sunday mornings;  the 
Worship Choir prepares for rehearsal by singing warm-up exercises which enable their bodies, minds, 
spirits and voices to focus and prepare to sing more effectively and safely. 
 

In Advent we prepare for Christmas (Christ’s coming to earth as a human), as well as for Christ’s sec-

ond coming in the future, and we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit into our lives to guide, in-

struct, and work the process of sanctification in us.  In the season of Lent we prepare for and reflect on 

Christ’s death and sacrifice for us, looking forward to His glorious resurrection. 
 

Without preparation the end result is not as favorable, and sometimes fails all together  -- the meal is a 
flop or does not get to the table early enough to be eaten; the test is failed and we don’t truly learn the 
material; we awake late and do not have time to adequately prepare for the day (forget our lunch, 
forego a shower, begin the day foggy-brained, etc); we do not compete well in athletic competition and 
perhaps become injured; we come to rehearsal or worship ill- prepared in our minds, bodies, spirits, 
voices and knowledge of the music which hinders our worship and leading others in worship. 
 

The Music Ministry at OEPC provides a special time 5-10 minutes before each service on Sunday 
mornings for worshippers to prepare their hearts and minds for worship.  This time is for prayer and 
Scripture reading; a time to put other thoughts and concerns aside and focus on worshipping God.  We 
need this time, and if we do not take this time before the service begins, we are preparing during the 
service and are not truly ready to worship until later in the service, missing the full blessing of and par-
ticipation in the worship service. 
   

Perhaps you’ve never come early enough to prepare for the service –you don’t know what you’re miss-

ing!  I invite you to turn over a new leaf this month, give it a try, and reap the blessings.  

September is such an exciting time as the school year begins! 
 

Our themes include apples and God Made me.  Our Bible verse is from Proverbs 17:17.  “...a friend 
loves at all times.”  The children will hear stories about the Man that goes through the Roof, Miriam 
and Moses, and Adam and Eve.   
 

In addition, the children will be spending a lot of time pretending, playing with toys and learning rou-
tines.  Sometimes letting Mom leave can be tough, but it is amazing how quickly their little faces fill 
with joy.   
 

Rejoice with me as we begin another year of reaching out to children and their families! 

From  Janie Brey, OEP Preschool  directorFrom  Janie Brey, OEP Preschool  directorFrom  Janie Brey, OEP Preschool  directorFrom  Janie Brey, OEP Preschool  director    
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Oreland Evangelical                       

Presbyterian Church 

1119 Church Road 

Oreland, PA  19075 

www.orelandpres.org 
 

Ministers: The Entire Congregation  
 

Dr. Jim A. Farrell, Pastor                                 

pastorjaf@comcast.net                                                
 

Tim Ricci, Youth Director 

tim@orelandpres.org 
 

Mrs. Beth Jenkins, Music Director                         

beth@orelandpres.org 
 

Mrs. Janie Brey,  Preschool Director 

Janie@orelandpres.org 
 

Bethanne Curley, Church Administrator 

bethanne@orelandpres.org 
 

Janice Kulp, Communications Administrator 

janice@orelandpres.org 
 

Faith Bustard, Office Assistant 

faith@orelandpres.org 
 

Rev. Charles K. Murray, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

ORELAND EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

BRIDGE THE GAP 

ANNUAL REUNION PICNIC 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

PRESBYTERY OF THE EAST 

MEETING AT OEPC 

FRIDAY, SEPT 24  

SATURDAY, SEPT 25 

WORSHIP TIMES 
 

Sept 5 

Christian Education 8:45AM 
Worship 10:00AM/Vespers 6:30PM 

Sept 12 

Christian Education 8:45AM 
Worship 10:00AM 

Sept 19 

Worship 8:30AM & 11:00AM 
Christian Education 9:45AM 
Vespers 6:30PM 

Sept 26 

Worship 8:30AM & 11:00AM 
Christian Education 9:45AM 


